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365 - or 366 for a Leap Year

Poetry is often a subject we remember from school.  But do we really remember 
what we read or how it made us feel? Poems communicate wider meaning behind 
short phrases, creating a scenario that may have taken a chapter of a book to 
convey.  I have many poetry books, but one which is in daily use is ‘A Poem for 
Every Night of the Year’ by Allie Esiri.  The opening page of the contents has line 
drawings of a tree through each month of the year and introduces us to 366 poems 
reflecting on experiences, seasons, feelings and history. Poems are like short 
stories, with words that pack a punch - they hold attention leaving the reader wanting 
a little bit more in-depth knowledge of that particular piece of writing.  

The first poem of the year is by Susan Coolidge, who readers of a certain age would 
remember through the ‘What Katy Did’ stories.  The words resonate at the present 
time and should give us hope for each new day:

Every day is a fresh beginning
Listen my soul to the glad refrain

And, in spite of old sorrows
And older sinning,

Troubles forecasted
And possible pain,

Take heart with the day and begin again

Other poems call to mind memorable events and figures. Robert Burns’ birthday is 
commemorated on 25 January with ‘To a Haggis’. The poem for next day, 26 Janu-
ary, is ‘Waltzing Matilda’ by Banjo Paterson, relating to the date that British ships 
landed in New South Wales for the first time in 1788, the date which is now Australia 
Day.  ‘A Red, Red Rose’, Burns again, marks the 14 February. Scotland is represent-
ed again on 16 April marking the Battle of Culloden in 1746, with Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s subsequent flight from Scotland after his defeat at Culloden.

The weeks and months that follow in this book share words condensed to short 
phrases that may cause us to think a bit further about meaning, with longer poems 
over one/two pages virtually short stories.  Over the months we hear about seasons, 
activities, feelings. November is a month when we think about loss and grief, as 
Remembrance time has some of the most sorrowful reminders of loss in every way.

I had to change my planned last paragraph on poetry to give a big ‘thank you’ to Ivy 
Lynch, who read the poem ‘Why wear a Poppy?’ by Don Crawford in Tarves Church 
on Remembrance Sunday.  Ivy’s clear voice held everyone’s attention and the 
sanctuary was silent at the force of the message, as important today as it was over 
100 years ago.  

The Twelve Days of Christmas is almost expectedly the words for Christmas Day, 
originally written as a poem.  We now look ahead on ways to care for our friends, our 
relatives, ourselves and our village at Christmas and over the weeks and months to 
follow.  Life has changed, we can’t ever go back to ‘how things were’, but we can 
stamp our wishes on how our approach to life should be.

Ruth • Editor TBC
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The Manse 
Tarves 

 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I don’t know if any of you watch the programme, “I’m a Celebrity …. Get me out of here”?  I 
must confess that it is not a programme that I’ve ever followed.  However, even if you don’t 
watch it, you can hardly fail to have been aware of the controversy surrounding the appearance 
of former Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, on that programme.  What on earth, you might be 
wondering, is a Member of Parliament doing in a jungle in Australia, facing all kinds of trivial 
and artificial challenges.  Why is he not in Parliament or in his constituency working for the 
good of the community, who have elected him?  Especially at a time when people are facing 
the very real challenges of poverty, increasing prices and strike action, to say nothing of 
climate change.  The other celebrities were not exactly welcoming towards him.  They too were 
asking why he was there.   
 
One response to that question given by Hancock was that he wanted people to know that 
politicians are only human like everyone else.  Another was that he wanted to seek 
forgiveness.  And, whether or not, we agree with Matt Hancock’s decision to appear on the 
programme, perhaps he has a point.  We tend to have very high expectations.  We are tempted 
to believe that politicians should be able to solve all the problems of society.  But politicians are 
indeed only human.  Yes, they are elected to lead and the public are entitled to expect the 
highest standards of behaviour from those whom they entrust with high office.  And the 
government must take some responsibility for the current economic situation.  But is that really 
the whole story? 
 
As I write this letter, we are preparing for Remembrance Sunday and I’m remembering two 
World Wars when everyone had to make sacrifices.  They did this so that we might enjoy 
freedom and a better world.  If we are serious about tackling some of the challenges facing the 
world today, I don’t think it is enough to sit back and expect the politicians to sort everything out 
for us.  We all have a part to play in addressing the current challenges that face our world. 
 
By the time you read this Christmas will be approaching, the Church will be celebrating the 
miracle of Jesus birth. And we will be reflecting on the way God in Christ, lays aside the glory 
of heaven to enter a broken world holding out the promise of forgiveness, the promise of peace 
and joy, hope and love. In the words of one modern Christmas carol - 

 
Centuries of skill and science 
Span the past from which we move, 
Yet experience questions whether, 
With such progress we improve. 
While the human lot we ponder, 
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Centuries of skill and science
Span the past from which we move,
Yet experience questions whether,
With such progress we improve.
While the human lot we ponder,
Lest our hopes and humour fray,
God surprises earth with heaven
Coming here on Christmas Day.
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Lest our hopes and humour fray, 
God surprises earth with heaven 
Coming here on Christmas Day. 
 

In light of God’s self-giving love, surely the question for each of us this Christmas in our shared 
and broken humanity, must be how can I, right where I am today, bring some peace and joy, 
hope and love to my neighbour.   

If you would like to discover more about what the Christmas story has to say to us about God, 
ourselves and our world, you will find details of the Christmas services in the Formartine area 
and our Advent/ Christmas study elsewhere in this newsletter.  You will be very welcome at all 
or any of these. 
 
With warmest wishes 
Alison I Swindells, Parish Minister  
 

Tarves Kirk News 
 
United Sunday Worship in Tarves Kirk 
 

•  10.00am in Tarves Kirk followed by refreshments 

Join on Zoom if you wish – large print orders of service are available each Sunday. Let me 
know if you would like one. 
 
We hold Holy Communion on the last Sunday of most months.  The church is set out café style 
and at each place an individual glass of non-alcoholic wine and a piece of gluten free bread are 
set out.  I encourage you to join with us as this replaces the twice-yearly Communion service. 
 
Towards a Single Parish 
Change is never easy but we are optimistic that this is the right way forward as we prepare to 
unite with Barthol Chapel, Methlick and Udny Pitmedden.  Information is available by email, on 
the website and printed copies in the church.  Let me know if you wish to receive the news 
brief.  There is a separate article in this TBC so please have a read and get in touch.  We want 
to hear from you! 
 
As I write this we anticipate being joined by some Brownies and Guides at the Service of 
Remembrance.  Details of Advent and Christmas services are in this edition of the TBC. 
 
There are a lot of things going on as you will see in other articles.  Up-to-date news and 
information can always be found at www.tarveschurch.org and the Facebook page. 
 
We are here for everyone in the parish so please get in touch if there is anything we can do to 
support you or someone you know.  District Elders do their best to keep in touch with folk but 
you are welcome to phone us should you wish to speak to someone.  Thank you to elders and  
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•

members for your continued efforts to put your faith into action in very practical ways in our 
community.  

 
 
Susanna Bichard – Session Clerk: 

 
01651 851345 or smbichard@aol.com

 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

5 Kirk News.pdf   1   22/11/2022   12:21



M : 07796 827738    info@michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

www.michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

Professional, Speedy Response
Throughout Aberdeen & Grampian

MOBILE TYRE FITTERS
And AUTO SERVICES

• Same day / Next day / Weekend service

•  Puncture repairs

•  Light bulb replacement / Wipers

•  Brakes inspection & replacement

•  Shocks & springs

•  Car, Van & 4x4 tyres

•  Locking wheelnut removal

•  

•  Battery check & replacement

•  Tyre rotation

•  Mechanical services

Find us on            /themurlytuck          

Closed Mondays
Tue-Sat 

9am - 4pm
Sun 

10am - 4pm

The Old School, 3 The Square, Tarves, Ellon  AB41 7GX

T :  01651  851489

Friendly, casual
atmosphere for 

Breakfast, Lunch, 

Winter tyres �tted
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 8

 TOLQUHON 
 GALLERY

Paintings, Prints, Sculpture, Ceramics, Glass, Wood, Jewellery
Ideal gifts for Christmas

Tolquhon, Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7LP   T: 01651 842343  E: art@tolquhon-gallery.co.uk

www.tolquhon-gallery.co.uk
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End of year update from 1st Tarves Guides 
 

Guides have an exciting and varied programme 
designed to inspire and challenge girls from 10-14+. 
 
What we do in Guides is up to the girls, from taking part in lots of exciting 
activities at regular meetings to special events and trips away. 
 

Tarves Guides has been running for about a 
year. We have gone on a variety of 
adventures including skiing and tubing at the 
Nordic Centre in Huntly, camping at Daviot, a 
beach party at Collieston and going to the 
cinema. 
Last week 
we were at 
a sleepover 
at the 

Skyline the trampoline park in Inverurie and all 
slept on the trampolines! 
 
In our weekly meetings we have completed our first aid badge, cooked 
quesadillas, made smores and hot chocolate. We play a mixture of games, 
quizzes and do craft activities. We are often out and about in the village during 
our meetings and have visited the Heritage centre and the Tarves Orchard. We 
aim to have fun whilst learn new skills and 
meeting new challenges. 
 
The term ahead will be filled with fun activities, 
which the Guides help to plan. We are looking 
forward to our trip in Inverurie Panto in 
December. 
 
Tarves Guides meet on Wednesdays from 
6.30 till 8.30pm at Tarves Youth Hall. If your 
daughter would like to join us, or you would like to join the adult team, please 

contact Kate on 07827 275893 or visit the 
Girlguiding 
website and 
click the 
‘register you 
daughter to join 
Guides’ link 
(Guides (10-14) 
| Girlguiding 
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John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Tel: 07835 410690

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502
Email: cligertwood@yahoo.co.uk

Haddo Estate
Firewood

Hardwood & softwood
logs available for
prompt delivery.

Please call
01651  851664

Approved Contractor

CHARLES LIGERTWOOD
JOINERS

Long-Established, Reliable Joiner

 

Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural
          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369

enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk
www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

jimdowpestcontrol
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News from the Square 
 
Nothing much to report folks other than the summer 
bedding has been lifted with bulbs and polyanthus 
planted in their place which hopefully will brighten up 
the village in the spring. 
 
As you will have noticed I haven’t got my winter 
woollies on yet but the matter is in hand. 
 
Stay safe & cosy this winter and I hope we don’t 
have any power cuts.  Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year 
 
“The Tarves Plooman” 
 

 
Mid Formartine Guild 

Tarves with Udny and Pitmedden Churches 
‘Whose we are and whom we serve’ 

 
We have finished our summer meeting session with all Guild members having enjoyed great 
fellowship. We look forward to the Spring where we can continue to learn and grow together.  
We appreciated hearing about ‘Chocolate Heaven’. Their work in South Asia is progressing 
and they are hoping that the chocolate they make will be available in the UK soon. 
Unfortunately, there were no samples to be tasted but we do wish them every success with this 
venture. We were grateful for Ruth coming all the way from Kirkintilloch to share the project 
with us. We were delighted that some members of Methlick Guild came to join us for this 
meeting. 
The Guild coffee morning held on Saturday 15 October was very well attended and we 
managed to raise £430. This money will go to the various Guild projects supporting many 
worthwhile schemes throughout the world, and also here in Scotland. Thanks to all those who 
supported us in any way. 
Our next fundraising event is the Guild Soup and Sweet Lunch which 
will return on Saturday 25 February 2023 in the Melvin Hall.  
This has been a very successful event before Covid and we are 
certainly looking forward to seeing you all there.  Keep a lookout for 
posters etc nearer the time. 
 
Joan McGill 
Joint Chair Mid Formartine Guild 

Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022
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ELECTRICAL DIVISIONPLUMBING DIVISION JOINERY DIVISIONTelevison, Audio, & Security

T : 01358 293104   T : 07710 006225
info@homesystemscotland.co.uk

www.homesystemscotland.co.uk

TELEVISION, AUDIO & SECURITY

Are you on Facebook?

WE COVER ABERDEEN, SHIRE & THE NORTH EAST

domestic and commercial services to a wealth of customers across the North East. 

meet all your requirements and more in your home or business.

Like, Share & Leave a Review on our Facebook page
to be entered into a special prize draw. /homesystemsscotland

• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Boiler Services 
• Outdoor Taps
• Leaks & Drains 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Stairways 
• Windows & Doors
• Internal & External 

•Fault Finding  
•PAT Testing     
•LED Lighting  
•Sockets & Switches  

•TV Wallmounts   
•Aerial & Satellite  
•Audio Systems   
•CCTV  •Security Systems

We c
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Barthol Chapel School 
Head Teacher:  Mr Adrian Anderson 
St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 8TD         
01651 267440 
bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 
Twitter: @BartholChapSch 
 
We have once again reached that time 
of year when the school is full of glitter, 
sparkle and excitement.  Our learners 
continue to thrive on the challenges 
and the wide range of experiences we 
are fortunate enough to provide them 
at Barthol Chapel School.  We extend a 
big ‘Thank you’ to all families and 
individuals who have supported the school this year. 
Your contributions really do make a difference!  As always, we have linked our 
learning to the 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a 
better and more sustainable future for all".  Our Global Goal of the month is 
Global Goal 3 – Good Health & Wellbeing which is linked to this year’s whole 
school production! 
 
Lights, Camera, Action! 

This term our whole school learning 
context is called “Lights, Camera, 
Action!”  This year’s whole school 
production is called “You are 
Special”. 
“All day, every day, the 
Wemmicks give each other stickers – stars for the 
gifted and beautiful, and dots to mark every kind of 
flaw and imperfection. Join Punchinello as he 
meets new people and discovers a better way…” 
 
Based on the best-selling book by Christian author Max 
Lucado, our show explores a vital message: that 
regardless of the opinions of others, You Are Special! 

The pupils have been developing the skill of Leadership and 
Enterprise from our Barthol Chapel Skills Framework by 
managing the entire production.  The pupils have also been 
involved in publicising the event, selling and costing tickets.  
The pupils have also written letters to Mike Rodgers to kindly 
ask him to provide lighting, sound effects and a sound 
system to enhance the performance.  Also, through the 
Drama and Music Curriculum, pupils have been showcasing  

 13Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022
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Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

18

Cosmetic Acupuncture is suitable for 
both men and women looking for a 

more natural alternative to fillers and 
chemical treatments to soften the 
appearance of lines and wrinkles. 
Find out more on our F acebook 

@rejuvenatecosmeticacupuncture 

 Pilates - varying levels 
In Udny Green Village Hall

 

For enquiries about either, please call 
Elizabeth on 0771 4421244 

and Instagram pages.

14
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www.thistleandgrey.co.uk

LUXURY HOME FRAGRANCES
From

Aberdeenshire Based

• Candles  •  Wax Melts  •  Di�users
T: 07513 858416

fragrances@thistleandgrey.co.uk

A truly special Christmas gift

Ythanbank, Ellon, Aberdeenshire

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

14_Framing.pdf   1   22/11/2022   08:53



15 
 

their Creativity skills through acting, singing, playing musical instruments, 
planning costumes, scenery and props 
It is amazing to be able to have the whole community 
come together to enjoy this event – it is a real highlight in 
the year of Barthol Chapel Community. 
 
We would also like to thank the local businesses who 
responded to the pupils’ letters and donated gifts and 
prizes for our Christmas Raffle.   
Performances dates are Wednesday 14th December at 
2pm and Thursday 15th December at 6:30pm.  Tickets 
cost £3. 
 
Flag for Aberdeenshire 
We had a fantastic visit from 
Philip Tibbetts, Scotland's 
official flags expert and first 
ever Honorary Vexillologist at 
the Lyon Court.  He worked with our pupils to launch a competition to design a 
flag for the county of Aberdeenshire.  Philip worked with the pupils to share how 
flags are read and the top tips to consider when designing a flag!  They are 
looking for a design that is simple but distinctive and one rich with a symbolism 
that makes it unmistakably Aberdeenshire. 
 
The pupils enjoyed reflecting on what Aberdeenshire means to them and 
researching many interesting facts! 
 
An assessment team – including members from the Lieutenancy, the Flag 
Institute and the Lyon Court – will review all designs and draw up a shortlist.  The 
shortlist will then go to a public vote, with the winner announced in early 2023.  
Good luck to all pupils at Barthol Chapel School who entered their own individual 
designs! 
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Tarves

Take a fresh
look...
Your local SPAR at the
heart of your community

Monday - Saturday 7am - 8pm
Sunday 7am - 6pm

All in your local          
The Square, Tarves, Ellon  AB41 7GXThere for you
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Remembrance Day 
We visited the grounds of Barthol Chapel Church on Friday 11th November for an 
Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial.  Pupils explored what Remembrance 
Day means to them and produced poetry which they read aloud to mark the 
sacrifice made by many who have fought in wars.  The children also recognised 
that the poppy is a sign of hope, inspired as it is by the poppy fields in Belgium, 
where the flowers grew on the very land that had during the First World War been 
battlegrounds. Alison Swindells joined us to remember those who have who 
fought and died in wars. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rag Bag Recycling Scheme 
 
A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in 
our school playground.  The 'Rag Bag' recycling 
scheme has been developed to provide regular 
fundraising for schools in Scotland.  The scheme 
increases awareness about textile recycling.  
Please think of us if you are having a clear out.  
We can accept clothing, paired shoes, handbags, 
belts etc.  Just pop them into a bag and deposit in 
the container. 
 
A huge thank you to the community for supporting 
this important fundraiser.  We have been amazed 
at how quickly it fills up.  On average we are 
receiving approximately £75 every three months! 
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RAILWAY  STATIONS HELIPORTS GOLF CLUBS WEDDINGSNIGHT OUT            AIRPORTS

TO AND FROM TARVES & BEYOND!
C A I R N L E I T H  F A R M   Y T H A N B A N K   E L L O N  A B 4 1  7 U B

 
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  -  T H E  H O U S E  O F  S C H I V A S  E S T A T E

booking@sorrellstaxis.com

Maestro

18 Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

16_Sorrell.pdf   1   22/11/2022   08:59



19 
 

Tarves Heritage Project 
 

We have now moved into ‘closed 
season’ mode at the Heritage Centre 
and reflecting on our first year of 
opening since Covid.  We have 
achieved so many things within the 
Centre itself, including Audio 
visual/IT equipment being fitted and 

concealed within cupboards without detracting 
from the look of our 1800s building and new 
lighting fitted.  Outside areas included repainting 
of railings and pump, refurbished sign for South 
Ythsie Standing Stones, keeping grass tidy at 
the Glebe path, standing stones and we cannot 
forget the beautiful flower displays outside the 
Heritage Centre. It all takes time and effort and 
we would like to say “thank you” to all those who 

were involved as there are too many to mention. 
 
Many faces are not seen on a day-to-day basis but are working hard behind the 
scenes on website, finance, research, archiving and Facebook which all carries 
on through the year.  We have had over 9000 views on FB so keep liking and 
sharing our posts. 
 
Events 
One of the most popular events was 
The Scarecrow Trail and we hope you 
all enjoyed wandering round the village 
finding them, winner was Paddington 
Bear. Everyone put in a great effort and 
were rewarded with a bag of daffodil 
bulbs so hopefully we will have a lovely 
show in the Spring. The Craft days, 
held in Summer and Tattie holidays 
were well attended and great fun for 
children and adults alike.  We also 
welcomed Tarves P5/6 back to the 
Victorian schoolroom for a morning 
lesson, not sure they enjoyed going 
back in time! 
 
Winter talks 
Winter talks held in the Victorian schoolroom started in November with Cameron 
Archaeology, from Whitby to Tarves, Bronze Age Burials & Bling. The next one 
will be on Friday 20th January 2023 by Janice Paton on “My life as a midwife”.   
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Mike Beaton
Tel: 01651 851393
Mob: 07890 211895

Sea
son

s

Gre
etin

gs
SeasonsGreetings

DIAMOND SWEEPS
Qualified Professional Certified Chimney Sweep

Traditional and Rotary Power Sweeping
CCTV and Pressure Integrity Testing

Cowls and Pots
Minor Chimney Repairs Undertaken

  John Stone  •  07594 634409
www.diamondsweeps.co.uk  •  john@diamondsweeps.co.uk
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If you have found this an interesting read and would like to get involved in Tarves 
Heritage Project please contact us by email - tarvesheritage@outlook.com or pop 
in on a Monday or Thursday morning for a chat, if you see the door open. 
 
 
As Chairperson I would like to say a big thank you to the committee and all the 
volunteers that make this project work. They have scuttled away during the time 
we were closed tagging, researching, painting, sorting, packing doing all kinds of 
things for the benefit of our visitors.  
 
During the summer there were Craft days, school visits and of course the 
Scarecrow Trail which have all been a great success and thanks to all who 
participated.  
 
We have been able to welcome lots of visitors to the Centre from America, 
Australia and even Tarves to name but a few, with old and new faces being 
recognised. 
 
We are now in our Winter season with the Centre being closed, but again lots 
goes on behind closed doors so thanks again to the committee members and 
volunteers - their work never stops.   
 

Well done Team Tarves Heritage 
 

Alison Walker, Chairperson 
 

100 Club winners November 2022 
 

£100 £50 £50 £25 £25 £25 £25 
62 3 131 153 111 88 170 

 

Congratulations to all.   
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Tarves Primary School – Parent Teacher Association news 
 

It is great to see the school back operating normally again after a period of uncertainty.  
 
The recruitment process to source a new head teacher has been progressing over the last 
few months and we are excited that Mr Adrian Anderson will be taking on the role. We 
would like to wish Adrian every success in his new role at Tarves Primary School. The 
PTA Team would like to pass on our thanks to the school team for keeping everything 
running smoothly in the absence of a dedicated head teacher. A special thanks to Miss 
Craft and Mrs Anderson for covering the interim head teacher role so ably such that it was 
‘business as usual’ at the school which is a huge credit to them. 
 
By way of a reminder, if you are the parent or guardian of a child attending Tarves 
Primary/Nursery School, you are more than welcome to attend the School Council / PTA 
combined meetings. This will allow you to get updates on school issues and to input into 
future fundraising events. The meetings are usually held every 2-3 months, on a 
Wednesday evening, last 1.5hrs and are held at the school. Ideally there would be 
minimum representation of one parent/guardian per school class to act as a conduit for 
raising any issues or concerns they may have and/or feedback to their class groups with 
updates from the school. Details on meetings and other school related information are on 
the PTA Facebook page.  
 
On from the point above and for awareness, many of the current PTA Team are 
approaching the end of their tenures in the group with their children moving onto 
secondary education. As such we need new blood to come through to carry on the good 
work the PTA Team do to support the school and the children as and when required. For 
more information feel free to speak to any of the PTA team.  
 
Best regards,  
Liam McKinney, PTA/SC Chair 

Haddo House Choral & Operatic Society 
Christmas Carol Concerts 2022 

 
       Sunday 11th December at 2pm & 4pm in Haddo Chapel 
       Saturday 17th December at 2pm & 4pm in Haddo Chapel 

Tickets £16 (Children £5) including refreshments 
 
       Thursday 15th December 7.30pm in Tarves Parish Church 

Tickets £10 (Children free) 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hhcos 
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Barthol Chapel SWI 
 
The clock has changed and the nights are drawing 
in. Are we really at that time of year again? 
 
The ladies of Barthol Chapel SWI don’t let this get in 
the way of a good catch up and blether. We are still meeting in the 
Aberdeen Arms in Tarves, on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 1pm, 
however we are also trying out some informal sessions to be held during 
the evening.  
 
We have put together a varied program for our session, in October we had 
a really good discussion with David Hancock from Aberdeenshire Council 
on the subject of household waste. Yes, I can see that rubbish might not 
sound so interesting, but we learned a lot and it was a pretty animated 
session with us girls trying to get to the root of how we can improve our 
planet. 
 
We are absolutely delighted to report that our November fundraising 
concert in the Melvin Hall, Tarves was a great success. The audience was 
treated to a heart-warming performance by the Garioch Fiddlers.  14 
members of the band played a variety of tunes with a few solos and 
poems too. It was lovely to sit and enjoy live music after the years of covid 
restrictions.   Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to help 
this be a success. 
 
The money raised helps to keep Barthol Chapel SWI alive and kicking, the 
main objective is to create a safe and welcoming environment for all 
women and girls to come along to learn and share skills and knowledge, 
share information, have a bit of time out, most importantly have a blether 
and some laughter.  
 
Speaking of roots, we have a talk on the garden in January by Susan 
Burgess and looking ahead, we have a guest coming to show us the 
technique of Kusaddama paper folding and we are all going to have a wee 
shot at it. Have a google of Kusaddama and be mightily impressed by the 
pictures! 
 
If you would like more information about our group and the meetings, you 
can email:  bartholchapelswi@gmail.com   
 
Follow us on Facebook - swibartholchapel  
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• New builds   • Data cabling   • Electric earthing   • Socket replacements
• Fuse box replacements   • CCTV installations and repairs

• High standard electrical works   • Electrical testing   • Complete rewiring
• Lighting   • 24-hour emergency call-out service

T : 07828 242535
www.aduguidelectrical.co.uk

aduguidelectrical@outlook.com

/aduguidelectrical /aduguidelectrical

All electrical work undertaken
Over 10 years experience
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Tea, coffee & biscuits are served in 
Tarves Kirk from

 
10 – 11am every 

Tuesday  

A great way to meet up and have a 
blether for a suggested donation of 

just £2 per adult. 
 

We will stop on Tuesday 13 December and recommence 
on Tuesday 10 January 2023 

Coffee & Chat

Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022
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Cafe 48

 

14 Oldmeldrum Road
Pitmedden AB41 7AG

Open Wed - Sat 
9.15am - 3.00pm

To book a table
please contact Cafe 48

01651 842346
or email

cafe@udnycommunitytrust.org.uk

     Community Café
in the heart of

Pitmedden

Check our Facebook page
for Daily Specials

www.facebook.com/pitmeddencafe

26

We are serving Christmas Lunches from 
7th to 17th December. 
Booking is essential. 

 

Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

20_Ritchie_Cafe48.pdf   1   22/11/2022   09:04



27 
 

Update from the Community Council 
 
Tarves Community Council continues to meet at 8pm on the third Tuesday of 
each month in Tarves school and members of our community are encouraged to 
attend. Issues discussed and requests for assistance have included (a) safety at 
the Craigdam Bool Road Junction, (b) the odour on Duthie Road (c) blocked 
drains and potholes on rural roads and within the village.  Please report these on 
the website www.fixmystreet.com as the greater the number of complaints 
improves the probability of the problem being repaired. Discussions are underway 
with Aberdeenshire Council regarding the safe installation of our Festive Lights 
Display. Two members attended the recent Formartine Community Council 
Forum, presentations were received on the Licensing Consultation which is 
currently open for comment, how the Council can assist with Broadband in rural 
areas and Community Speed Watch a further discussion on the possibility of 
Community Speed Watch being implemented in Formartine is being organised by 
Aberdeenshire Council. 
 
The Melvin Hall Committee have submitted an application to the Scottish 
Government Just Transition Fund for assistance towards the cost of Insulating the 
walls of the hall to create an easier to heat facility for the village. The aim is to 
reduce both the amount of electricity used and cost to users and assist achieve 
our country’s Net Zero Target.  The funds will be allocated via an online public 
vote in early December. Information on how to vote will be published on the 
Tarves Community Facebook page when known, and we would encourage as 
many residents as possible to vote for the Melvin Hall to receive funding. 
 
The funding to purchase a community resilience generator for installation at the 
Melvin Hall has been received, however we remain £15,000.00 short to cover the 
actual installation cost plus the dreaded VAT. If you have any thoughts on a 
source of funding to meet this shortfall, please contact 
david.hekelaar@tarves.org.uk  
 
The new path linking Little Raxton to Bridge of Thornroan is nearing completion, 
the aim of the path is to provide a safe walking route from the village to Haddo 
Country Park and links paths between Pitmedden - Tarves - Haddo - Methlick. 
We have been asked why we did not as an alternative, improve the Ordhill route, 
but simply no funding was available for the upgrading of tracks also used for farm 
access.  Tarves Development Trust secured funding from NatureScot and 
Formartine Area Committee to allow the path to be built. We wish to thank Tarves 
Community Council members for their assistance and expertise in the planning 
and supervising the installation of the path. 
 
The Community Council and Development Trust wish to place on record our 
thanks to the Tarves Peoples Party for organising this year’s fantastic Bonfire and 
Fireworks Display. 
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HAIR BY JILL GRANT

Call Jill Grant on
T: 01651 851465                  M: 07790 336121

Hairdressing in the comfort 
of your own home.

15+ years experience 
in all aspects of hairdressing

COLIN TAYLOR

Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

Slating and Roofing work you can trust by

18
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Ivy Cottage, 32 Duthie Road, Tarves AB41 7JX
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Formartine Churches update - Union of Churches 
 
Season’s greetings! My name’s Paul McKeown and I’m the minister of 
Belhelvie Church of Scotland and Interim Moderator at Methlick Church of 
Scotland during their time of vacancy. The Udny Bard (Jeannie Price!) 
collared me to write a wee update on how things stand with the local 
congregations in this spell of restructuring in the Church of Scotland and 
I’m happy to oblige. 
 
The big news since the last issue is that Gordon Presbytery has approved 
the Gordon Presbytery Plan and this has also been approved by the 
central structures of the Church of Scotland. That means that going 
forward, Barthol Chapel and Tarves, Udny and Pitmedden and Methlick 
will now be expected to work towards a structural union, served by a 
ministry team of one full-time minister, one half-time appointee (possibly a 
part-time minister) and our fabulous local youth worker with the Formartine 
Youth Project, Caroline Brown. 
 
One really important thing to get across at this stage is that though there 
will be changes in governance as the combined area becomes one parish, 
your local expressions of church will still remain as bases for worship, rites 
of passage, outreach and pastoral care. The church buildings at Methlick, 
Pitmedden and Tarves are all being retained and though sadly Barthol 
Chapel  
are losing their sanctuary, they are thinking hard about how they can keep 
a worshipping presence going within their community. 
 
Representatives from the four congregations have been meeting together 
for some time now and the next phase of that work will be pulling together 
the  
documents that will describe how the united parish will function. Once 
that’s been agreed by the kirk sessions and congregations, progress can 
be made on calling a minister and appointing the part-time worker for the 
parish. The complexity of this process means it’s going to take some time 
and given the importance of getting the foundations right, it’s probably 
going to be into the second half of 2023 before we are in a place to call a 
minister to the united charge. If you’re the praying kind, please keep all of  
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William D Massie
Funeral Directors
Est 1945

Duthie Road, Tarves
T • 01651 851205   M • 07977 601046

maureen@wdmassie.co.uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30am - 5pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT

AIR TIGHTNESS TESTING

Tel : 01358 761438
Arlene : 07766 433011
Mark : 07801 385980

www.amhservices.co.uk
info@amhservices.co.uk

Tarves, Ellon, Aberdeenshire AB41 7LX

Tel : 01358 761438
Mark : 07801 385980

Cairnhill Bothy, Tarves, Ellon

Plastering Services

Mark      Harrison

Domestic & Commercial

 

Mobile Service

M: 078 336 70547

Proudly serving 
the Tarves & Barthol Chapel

areas with our services.
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us involved in this process in your prayers – we need and appreciate 
them. 
 
In the meantime, though, life goes on in your local congregations and 
there’s plenty going on in the build up to Advent and Christmas: 
 
Mid December - Gingerbread Village events in Pitmedden, Tarves 
and Methlick. 
 
See Formartine Youth Project’s article on pages 36 and 37 
 
Church Services: 
 
Sunday 18 December 
 

10.00am Udny / Pitmedden – Morning Worship 
10:30am  Methlick - Christmas Tableau Service 
7.00pm Barthol Chapel / Tarves – Lessons and Carols by 

Candlelight at Barthol Chapel  
 
Christmas Eve – Saturday 24 December 
 

6.30pm Udny / Pitmedden Children’s Service plus Watchnight 
Service at 11.30pm 

7.00pm Barthol Chapel / Tarves All Age Service with procession of 
light at Tarves  

11.00pm Methlick Watchnight Service  
 
Christmas Day – Sunday 25 December 
 

10.00am Barthol Chapel / Tarves – Christmas Day All Age service at 
Tarves  

 

10.30am Methlick - Worship  
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Available from November 3rd  
until December 23rd 2022  
from 12 noon until 3pm

MONDAY TO SATURDAY
£28 FOR TWO COURSES 
£33 FOR THREE COURSES 

If you are looking for a Sunday Lunch  
menu with all the festive trimmings,  
you will find that between 12.30pm  
and 3.30pm every Sunday from  
27th November

Festive Lunch
If you just want to enjoy all the  
festive trimmings at this time of  
year, then our Executive Chef has  
created a special menu throughout 
the month, served in our Cave Bar  
and Domes.

MENU
STARTER

Soup of the Day 
Posh Prawn Cocktail 

salmon, duo of prawns, boozy marie rose  

Smoked Ham Hough Croquettes 
granny smith apple & bacon jam 

Oozy Creamy Camembert 
cranberry relish & micro salad

Salsify Filo Parcel  
beetroot jam, toasted nuts & seeds

MAIN 
Traditional Roast Turkey Dinner  

all the trimmings 

Slow Braised Beef Cheek 
glazed carrots, dauphinoise potato, 

dark ale jus  

Festive Duo of Sliders   
turkey, beef, smoked cheddar 

Honey, Chilli & Sesame Salmon 
buttered baby new potatoes, 

tender stem broccoli

Winter Squash Risotto, Violife Cheddar 
toasted pumpkin seeds & root vegetable crisps

SIDES 
naked or naughty roasted potatoes 
(cheddar, parmesan and hot sauce)

roasted root vegetables
kilted chipolatas

cauliflower cheese gratin

£5 per side

DESSERT 
Sticky Toffee Pudding 

 
vanilla ice cream

Billionaires Cheesecake 
vanilla ice cream  

Festive Pavlova 
kiwi, pomegranate & chantilly cream

Dark Chocolate Brownie 
popcorn and honeycomb

Cheeseboard 
Loch Arthur Cheddar, Blue Murder, Clava Brie,  

chilled grapes, oatcakes

SAMPLE MENU

To book please visit our website   
www.meldrumhouse.com/ 
eat-and-drink/1236-cave-bar/AN IDYLLIC LOCATION, A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed 
 

If you get this in time, we are having a pre-
Christmas open day on Saturday 3rd 

December 11am – 3pm. 
 
On Wednesday 23rd November we opened for the first 
time as a ‘Warm Space’ for adults to come for warmth, 

company, refreshment and food.  We are coordinating the Warm Space opening with other 
Ellon organisations who are offering a similar service (e.g. the Royal British Legion, Baptist 
Church).  We will initially open on alternate Wednesdays (7th and 21st Dec, 4th and 18th 
January) – Ellon Royal British Legion is opening on the ‘other’ Wednesdays when we are 
closed.  After this initial period, we will arrange future openings depending upon the level of 
interest. 

These ‘warm space’ openings are in addition to our usual opening hours for ‘normal’ Shed 
activities.  

Late summer/autumn has been a very busy 
time in the Shed.  In the workshops we have 
been refurbishing benches, bikes and picture 
frames.  Making new benches, log stores 
(photo), bird tables, notice board, hedgehog 
boxes, dance batons, wooden mushrooms,  
house signs and window boxes.  We have 
made two memorial benches, one for the 
Catholic Church  and one for the Probus.   

 
We are now well into autumn and the Shed’s garden is, like everyone else’s, slowing down for 
winter.  The tomatoes, beans etc. have all been cleared away and the polytunnel tidied up 
ready for winter sowing. 
 
To help with restoration of bikes, garden tools etc. we are constructing (photo) a new covered 
outdoor work area between the portacabin and the steel 
container/workshop.  This will have a roof and 3 sides and will allow us 
to expand our mechanical activities.   We will also soon be putting up a 
new wooden shed in the garden to house the ride-on mower and as a 
storage space for bike’s etc that are being refurbished. 

We’ve had a photography workshop during which we viewed and 
discussed pictures taken over the summer and are planning a further 
workshop in November which will be about photo editing.  We have now 
got all the equipment we need to start picture framing to support the 
photography and artwork of guys in the Shed and to restore frames for others.   

Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!
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We have a wide range of model making materials and several Airfix models waiting to be 
assembled.  

In May we had an award from the Community Fund (Awards for 
All/National Lottery) to purchase a CNC router.  A CNC Router is a 
computer-controlled machine (photo) that has a high-speed rotating 
cutter to perform intricate wood cutting and shaping operations.  We 
ordered the machine from Germany and it arrived in early October.   It 
has a dedicated room in the portacabin where we’ve built a sturdy 
hardwood bench to support it.  We are fortunate in that one of the 
Shed members has his own, virtually identical, machine and he is 
helping to train others in its use.  We have a growing list of items that 
we envisage making: chopping boards, house signs, Christmas decorations, art work, stands 
for bonsai trees, engravings. This is an exciting development for the shed expanding our 
capability and allowing the guys to learn new skills. 

In October Haddo Country Park held 
an art festival.  The Shed were heavily 
involved.  One of our members, Mike 
Bruce, created a wide range of large 
wooden ‘sculptures’ which were 
displayed on the art trail.  These 
included worms, centipedes, butterflies 

and other creepy-crawlies (see photos).   

As I said in a previous article, although we are very busy, we (and many other sheds) are still 
recovering from the pandemic and some activities haven’t yet returned to pre-Covid levels.  
We’d welcome new members to the Shed.   

Men shouldn’t feel that they have to be ‘good at DIY’ to enjoy the Shed.  We welcome those 
who want to socialise, have a chat, play cards, browse the internet, read a book, as much as 
we welcome those who want to get stuck into the workshop or garden.  We have plenty of 
projects for men to get involved with plus the new hobby spaces, new jigsaws, computers and 
plenty of board games and tea/coffee and biscuits.  We’d also welcome those who would like to 
be involved in the administrative side of the shed. 

The Shed is there for men who may be feeling low, lonely and/or isolated.  This can particularly 
be the case after redundancy, retirement, or family breakups.  We offer a safe, friendly 
environment for men to get back on their feet again.  

If you are interested in visiting the Shed, becoming a member (membership is free) we would 
love to see you – we are open 10am-4pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  We also have a 
website (www.ellonmensshed.org) and a Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ellon.shed) 
where you can find further information. 
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Formartine Youth Project are delighted to have been chosen as one of the 
Coops local causes but we need your help!  We work alongside Barthol 
Chapel, Tarves, Methlick, Udny & Pitmedden churches to support young 
people in our communities: helping them to Be themselves, believe in 
themselves and feel they Belong.  Please choose us as your Coop cause and 
help us continue to run activities such as Barthol Chapel Youth Club, 
Pitmedden Youth Café, school lunch time clubs & activities and support 
Mainly Music volunteers.   
By choosing us when you swipe your Coop membership card or scan the app 
we receive 1p from every £1 spent in store.  
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/73372  Not a Coop member? Find out 
more at https://www.coop.co.uk/membership 
Formartine Youth Project were proud to support young people from Barthol 
Chapel Youth Club at the Over2Youth22 youth voice event in September.   It 
was great for them to be able to voice their opinions and highlight the 
challenges of rural isolation.  There were many fantastic local groups and 
youth organisations showcased as well as live music, climbing walls, 
workshops, inflatables.  They had a lot of fun.  Barthol Chapel Youth Club 
runs the last Friday of the month 7-9pm at Barthol Chapel Primary school for 
local young people in P6 and older. 
Pitmedden Youth Café is now up and running!  We have received some 
amazing feedback and look forward to continued success with the project.  
We run on a Thursday 3.15 – 5.15pm in Pitmedden Kirk for young people in 
P6 and older: offering a warm, safe space to hang out with friends and enjoy 
sociable activities such as table tennis, pool, table football, arts & crafts and 
snacks for free! 
We are delighted to be supporting P6/7 in Tarves Primary School with their 
new ‘Cool Club’ on Thursday lunchtime; giving them a time and place that is 
theirs; an opportunity to further develop social skills and build on relationships 
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with their peers in an informal, safe, supportive environment.  The 'Cool Club' 
will adapt to suit the changing needs of the young people and can explore 
issues and topics that may concern them. 
This Christmas there will be a Gingerbread village 
display in Tarves, Pitmedden and Methlick churches.  
We invite everyone to get creative and get involved.  To 
reduce unnecessary food waste, we propose 
recreating traditional gingerbread style houses in 
brown cardboard.  Come and join us in Tarves for 
mince pies, gingerbread and hot drinks and add your 
creation to our display on Saturday 17th 4-6pm.   Houses can also be dropped 
off at Tarves church on Tuesday mornings 10-11am, Thursday mornings 
9.30am –12noon or Sunday mornings throughout December.   
Our projects and activities can’t happen without the commitment of amazing 
individuals who selflessly give their time to support the young people in our 
community and really make a difference.  If you would like to know more 
about any of the projects mentioned or might be interested and available to 
give a couple of hours a week, month or just ad-hoc, please consider getting 
in touch: carolinefyp@outlook.com 
Follow us on Facebook: Formartine Youth Project or now also on Instagram: 
formartineyouthproject for regular updates.  
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All vehicle repairs cars, commercials and classic cars 

Servicing and general maintenance 

Air conditioning service and recharge

Tel: 01651 851833

MOT preparation and testing

Tyres, wheel alignment, and tyre pressure warning light repairs

Commercial 6 weekly inspections or any schedule you need 

www.dinneswoodgarage.co.uk
info@dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

A family run business committed to providing a
high quality service at reasonable prices on all

makes and models of cars and vans.

KEEPING

YOU ON 

THE MOVE
REPAIRSSERVICINGMOTs
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www.munrostovesandsweeps.co.uk

Malcolm Munro : 07854 669170
malcolm@munrostovesandsweeps.co.uk

      •  Stove Installations, Servicing & Repairs
•  Traditional Sweeping  •  Power Sweeping
•  Cowls             •  Bird Guards 
•  Nest Removal    •  CCTV Check
                             •  Fully Insured

M
un

ro
 S

toves and Sw
eeps
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1st Methlick Scout Group and Explorer Unit 
 

Our newest (and youngest!) section, Squirrels, is now finding its feet and 
becoming an established part of the group – since only starting earlier this year. 
The main difference between Squirrels and the other sections is that sharing stories is central 
to our sessions. We also have a parent rota to help out on a weekly basis. Otherwise, Squirrels 

are just smaller than other Scouts, having fun and 
learning #skillsforlife in an age-appropriate way. 
So far, we have celebrated Caribbean carnival, tasted 
different fruits, made music, explored different 
feelings, tried shark infested custard, shared lots of 
lovely books, and laughed a lot! During our first 
session we made a model campfire to take home. 
Adventures continue in the next Scouting section, 

Beavers. As Beavers are a little older, they expand on the 
skills learned in Squirrels with a little more age-appropriate 
activities.  
 
This year we have been bowling, hiking, campfires, simple 
knots and learning about Scout groups in other countries. 
Cubs are the next section in the Scouting journey. After the 
pandemic, we managed to have our first post-COVID camp at 
Haddo this year. There was a big learning curve for some of 
the Cubs who had never been away with us before, but the 
weekend was successful – and dry! 
 
We have had fun doing 
food tasting, indoor winter 

Olympics, making pancakes, a movie night, making a video 
for our “pen pals” in New Zealand. We also made and 
decorated some blue and yellow Ukraine themed flowers 
which we “planted” in our wild garden behind the Scout Hut. 

Our main Scouting section 
continues to be successful. 
Unfortunately, our summer 
camp at Glenlivet had to be cancelled due to a lack of available 
leaders, but an alternative weekend at Haddo was organised. 
We have also recently been camping at the “Gordon Gathering” 
– a camp involving Scout groups from all over the Gordon 
district. Everything (and everyone!) came back soaking wet 
from the rain, but all had a good time. It’s great to experience 
camping with different groups as it helps to build the bonds of 
friendship that Scouting is renowned for. 
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www.amigoaberdeen.co.uk
info@amigoaberdeen.co.uk

At AMIGO we have over 10 years experience in all types of electrical work, working innovatively
and e�ciently for our customers always ensuring the highest of standards.

Established in 2020, we o�er services for all kinds of Electrical Installations.

Quality installations
at Friendly prices 

 Operating in Aberdeenshire
& surrounding areas

 
24/7-365 Emergency

Call Out Service

T : 07826 067029

DOMESTIC
Rewires

Heating Systems
Fault �nding

Inspection & Testing Certi�cation
Solar

New  Builds
PAT Testing

Legionella Checks

INDUSTRIAL
Motors

Machinery Supplies
Fault Diagnosis

Generators
Certi�cation

Solar
PAT testing

COMMERCIAL
O�ce  Refurbishment

Lighting Design
Data Cabling

Panel Building
Emergency Lighting

Fire Alarms
Ventilation

COVERING

THE TARVES &

BARTHOL CHAPEL

AREAS

24/7-365
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A recent visit to Ellon fire station was very informative – teaching the young people all about 
fire safety. 
 
Following on from Scouts, is the Explorer unit. 
We were lucky enough over the summer that a 
number of our Explorers were selected to attend the 
Blair Atholl international patrol jamborette in 
Perthshire. This camp only takes place every 2 
years and is an international camp in every sense 
of the word! 
 
Explorers and Scouts from lots of countries arrived 
in Blair Atholl for the camp. Each of the local 
Scottish patrols is twinned with a patrol from 
another country to camp and work together in one of the 6 “sub-camps” on site. 2 of our patrols 
won the sub-camp pennant twice, with one going on to win the camp chief pennant (overall 
best patrol!) 
On the visitor’s day, parents and families had the opportunity to attend jamborette for the day 
to see how it all worked. The country fair was a particular highlight with patrols from all over the 
world providing food and entertainment from their country. 
Blair Atholl was a great success and many new friendships were forged – even if some of them 
were non-verbal due to language difficulties!  https://www.jamborette.org.uk/ 
 
We continue to support the Gordon Hill walks team which allows Scouts from all over the 
district to do a bit of hill walking and bag a Munro or two. 
We are only able to be a successful group due to the volunteer leaders that we have in our 
sections. However, having more leaders would allow us to run even better programmes and 
allow more of the young people on our wating lists to join… 
To see what our Scout group is all about, and links to find out more about becoming a leader or 
sectional assistant, take a look at our website: http://methlickscouts.org.uk 
 
Finally, it is with great sadness that we mourn the passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II. 
As patron of the Scout Association, The Queen was an avid supporter of Scouting across the 
UK and an integral part of our Scouting promise for 70 years. I'm sure many readers will 
remember promising to do their duty "to God and The Queen".  
 
The Queen was even kind enough to send us a letter of congratulation on the event of our 
centenary in 2020 which we included in our updated "The Book" to commemorate the 
milestone. 
In the words of Paddington Bear during the Platinum Jubilee celebrations: 
"Thank you, Ma’am...   For everything." 
RIP. 
 
Bryan Dickson, Methlick Scouts 
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Call your now local Geordie tradesman of nearly 40 years’ 
experience, located on your doorstep in Barthol Chapel 

07719672589 

Email - solutions@wraithy.co.uk 

Website - Wraithy.co.uk 

Security, Electrical, Smart Technology  

& Bespoke Controls 

From smart control of gates & garage doors to fault 
�nding in complex control systems.  

State of the art wireless security systems 
                      to automated lighting 

Linked Smoke Alarms & Carbon Monoxide detectors  

 

Sound system installations to PA rental  

Or if you just need a plain and simple electrical 
maintenance, service or repair  

 

Lorem ipsum
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It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth on 8th September.  
As well as being our patron since 1953 she was a 
Guide, Ranger and loved guiding, having first joined 
the organisation in 1937 at the age of 11. She was a 
member of the 1st Buckingham Palace Guides, took 
part in camping trips and earned badges in 
swimming, first aid, interpreting and horse riding. 
Over the years thousands of girls and young women 
across the UK and overseas have worked hard to 
achieve their Queen’s Guide Award, the highest 
award available in guiding.  
 
After two years off due to covid restrictions, the 
Brownies were delighted to plan and host their 
fundraising Macmillan coffee evening on Wednesday 
21st Sept.  Thanks to the incredible generosity and 

support of friends and family they raised an amazing £272.  
 
Thank you so much to 
residents of Murray, Pringle 
and Braiklay Avenues and 
Stuart Crescent for 
supporting our Halloween 
trick or treat with a twist 
again this year.  Instead of 
sweets we collected pre-
arranged donations for 
Aberdeenshire north 
foodbank.  In difficult times 
you absolutely smashed last 
year’s collection and 
donated incredible 
231.35Kg of donations. THANK YOU. 
 
We were proud to attend Tarves Remembrance Day service on Sunday 13th 
November to   show our respect to those who have died in the wars.  The girls 
worked hard to develop their sewing skills by sewing on centre piece buttons to 
their poppies to help create our wreath.      

 
1st Tarves Brownies 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

45.pdf   1   22/11/2022   15:59



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022
 46

Bar  •  Restaurant  •  Rooms  •  Takeaways
T : 01651 851214

/aberdeenarms1810

Monday - Thursday  •  5pm-9pm
Friday - Saturday  •  Noon-2pm & 5pm-9pm

Sunday  •  Noon-8pm 
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We are looking forward to finishing the term with Christmas crafts and games, 
making gingerbread houses for the church display and a much-anticipated trip to   
Inverurie pantomime with Brownie, Guides and Rangers from Haddo District to 
see Dick Whittington. 
 
1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a Wednesday evening 6.15-
7.30pm at Tarves Primary School. Please email Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for 
further information or check out https://www.girlguiding.org.uk 

 
Update from Forest School 

 
As we start term 2 of Forest School, it is lovely to be back at our Forest School site which 
seems to have become carpeted with leaves after the October holidays. This week we 
have been making leaf crowns and faces on leaves. As well as creating lots of fabulous 
animals and decorations with conkers, including some rainbow conker ghosts. 

 
The winter months won’t stop us from heading to the 
site unless we have high winds (hopefully no storms 
this year). Armed with some hot chocolate on cold 
days we will learn that “There is no bad weather, just 
bad clothing” 
 
Primary 6 pupils from Tarves are set to help tidy the 
site post Storm Arwen for their John Muir Award. They 
also are hoping to attract more wildlife so watch this 
space for further information and pictures of what they 
get up to. 

 
Haddo Tree Planting 

 
Tarves Primary School were delighted to be invited to 
the official opening of the Haddo Jubilee Orchard 
which we helped plant last year. It was lovely to be 
part of such a fantastic event and this amazing sign 
was unveiled showing all groups that helped plant 
including Methlick Primary, Haddo Outdoor 
Kindergarten, Friends of Haddo and the local rotary 
clubs. In years to come it will be fantastic to return to 
pick some fruits from these trees. 
 
Both articles from Jackie McBeath 
Pupil Support Assistant / Forest School Leader, Tarves Primary School 
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Friendly...
Local...
Reliable Service

East Cattie Steading, Oldmeldrum
Aberdeenshire  AB51 0DP

T: 07917 181093
www.ssm-services.co.uk /ssmservicesaberdeenshire

MECHANICAL & HYDRAULIC SPECIALISTS
AGRICULTURAL | AUTOMOTIVE | CONSTRUCTION PLANT
With over 20 years experience within the Agricultural, Industrial and
Hydraulic Sectors, SSM Services o�er a wide range of maintenance,
servicing, fault �nding and repairs.

O�ering a fully mobile
and on-site service
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Udny Station Indoor Bowling Club 
 

The Club continues to meet on Monday and Thursday evenings from 7.30 – 
9.30pm. Our membership continues to be consistently high, and domestic 
competitions are about to get underway to ensure that they are completed by the 
end of the season in April. New members are always welcome. 
 
John Dickson 
01651 851317 
 

Tarves Folk Club 
 

The Club held a very successful Open Mic Night in the 
Aberdeen Arms on Friday 28th October 2022. A number 
of Folk Club members and friends took part and there 
was a very high standard of singing and music. The 
highlight of the evening was two extended sets from our 
special guests Alyson and Neil MacConnachie from 
Elgin. Alyson is a lovely singer with a wide repertoire 
and is ably accompanied by Neil, a superb guitarist. The 

couple were very well received and would be welcome back to Tarves at any 
time. 
 
The Club continues to meet in the Aberdeen Arms at 8/8.30pm on the last Friday 
of the month and singers/musicians and listeners are always welcome. 
 
John Dickson 
01651 851317 
 

Jane Thom Bequest 
Mrs Jane Thom was born at Craigdam.  She died in the 1930s and left a modest 
bequest which is now managed by a local committee. The terms of the trust state 
that funds were intended to be disbursed to persons of any age residing in the 
Parish of Tarves who may have a legitimate need and would otherwise find 
difficulty. To date we have funded a wide variety of individuals and would 
encourage persons of any age to make an application if they feel they have a 
legitimate need. 
 
All approaches will be considered and dealt with in the strictest of confidence by 
the committee.  
 
To apply contact Bob Davidson (Chairman) Tel 01651 851112 
TCC.Chairman@tarves.org.uk  or Julie Main gram.haddohv@nhs.scot or 
alternatively, by post or self-delivery marked private and confidential to Jane 
Thom Bequest, CC Post Box, Tarves Post Office, The Square, Tarves, Ellon, 
AB41 7GX. 
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Aspen Cottage Studio,
Tarves,

Aberdeenshire
AB41 7JY

Studio: 01224 390689
Home: 01651 851774
Mobile: 07866 771144
info@artier.design

You want to see a sample of our work?    You’re looking at it!
We are proud to have been entrusted with the Design & Print
of this publication for Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter.

UNBEATABLE NEW BUSINESS START UP 
OR BUSINESSES RE-BRANDING PACKAGES

Website Design & Hosting, Stationery, Flyers, Folded Brochures,
Business Cards, Postcards, PVC & Pop Up Banners, Advertising,

Stapled Booklets, Logo Design, Gift Vouchers, NCR Sets, 
Editable PDF Forms, Magazines, Corporate Clothing & Gifts...

Web Design        •       Print       •        Graphic Design

Design 
  & Print

Everything for Print for Printing Everything  •  Everything for Design for Designing Everything
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SSEN Distribution’s Priority Services Register and  
Home Emergency Plan 

 
SSEN Distribution is responsible for the overhead power lines, 
underground cables and substations that deliver electricity to not only our 
own local homes and businesses, but also across the north of Scotland 
including Orkney, Shetland and the islands – they also own and operate 
the electricity network in central southern England.  
 
It’s important to note that SSEN Distribution don’t send you your 
electricity bills, that’s the role of your chosen supplier. 
 
We spoke with SSEN Distribution’s Customer Relationship Manager for 
our region, Shona Horn, to learn more about the free help and support 
which is available for customers - not just for this winter, but all year 
round. 
 
Shona said: 
 
“We invest millions of pounds every year to make sure that our network 
delivers a safe and reliable supply of electricity to all our customers – but 
even with this investment there are still occasions when the power goes 
off, and so we want to help our customers to be as resilient as possible at 
times like these while our teams work hard to get supplies restored. 
 
“Our Priority Services Register offers eligible customers free help and 
support when the power goes off. It started nearly eight years ago and 
now has over 785,000 customers signed up, but we know there may still 
be people out there who either don’t know about the service at all, or who 
aren’t aware that they may be eligible to sign up.” 
 
Customers can sign up to SSEN’s Priority Services Register if they are: 
 

 Deaf or hard-of-hearing 
 Have a disability 
 Live with children under five 
 Are blind or partially sighted 
 Have a chronic illness 
 Use medical equipment or medical aids which rely on electricity 
 Are over 60 
 Temporarily vulnerable 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Shona continued: 
 
We know that everyone has different needs, so please feel free to contact 
our dedicated team to discuss your own requirements – you can call them 
on 0800 294 3259. You can also learn more about the service on our 
website, it’s got its own page at www.ssen.co.uk/PSR.” 
 
In addition to the free Priority Services Register, SSEN Distribution has 
also recently launched its new Home Emergency Plan, which is a handy 
guide to making sure you have everything you need - including useful 
phone numbers - in case of an emergency situation. 
 
Shona explains more: 
 
“Emergencies such as a disruption to the essential services that we all rely 
upon, for example electricity, gas and water, can affect our everyday lives. 
And so, our Home Emergency Plan can be used as a vital tool in your 
household (or to help another family member who does not live with you) 
to be prepared in an emergency situation, like a power cut.  

“Having a Home Emergency Plan means all the important contact 
information, help, advice and action to take is all in one handy place, 
making life easier in an emergency situation, allowing you to respond 
safely and quickly.” 

 
On behalf of all the residents we would like to thank everyone who came 
along to our Cat's Pyjamas show.   It was a great evening and thank you 
for supporting us. 
 
The knitters meet on Tuesdays at 2pm in Hanover Lounge and are still 
busy knitting hats, scarves and blankets. 
 
Our next event is Oldmeldrum Church choir who will coming to sing carols 
on Thursday 15 December at 1.30pm.  There will be refreshments also a 
raffle and we hope to see you there. 
 
May we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the best for 2023. 
 
Jessie Simpson 
01651 851958. 

Hanover Court Social Club 
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Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by
algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

'*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 PVG registered and DBS checked

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

54 WATSON MATHS.pdf   1   22/11/2022   11:07



Haddo Children’s Theatre offers exciting and fun practical sessions in which 
young people of all theatre abilities can be happy, develop confidence and 
thrive whilst meeting new people and creating new work together.  There is an 
emphasis on respect, commitment, collaboration and above all kindness.  

We strive to help the young people identify their skills and strengths whilst 
being able to accept and value where they can develop their creativity and 
abilities, and it is wonderful to watch them grow in confidence.

After a long two years off due to Covid restrictions, HCT had a very            
successful run of Wind in the Willows this summer, which was specially 
written and adapted for us, having previously been at Pitlochry Festival 
Theatre.  We are looking forward to bringing a very special stage show called 
Olivia to the stage in March next year.  This brilliant and innovative show, set 
in Victorian times, traces the steps of Olivia, from downtrodden orphan to star 
of the stage. On her journey to the bright lights 
of London, she is befriended by Eliza Doolittle 
[from "My Fair Lady"] and, after a series of 
adventures, becomes a singer in a new
Gilbert and Sullivan show, thanks to the 
unlikely assistance of Fagin and
The Artful Dodger.

Haddo Children’s Theatre were in the 
dress rehearsal stage of Olivia when 
Covid struck and shut down the country -  
so we are delighted to be revisiting this 
wonderful show and look forward to
inviting you along next year.  

The show is running from Thursday 16 -  
Sunday 19 March 2023 and tickets will be 
available soon for pre-order.  

Graham Wilson • Director
If you’d like further information about our organisation,

please get in touch  - info@haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk

www.haddochildrenstheatre.org.uk

 55Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

55 haddo.pdf   1   22/11/2022   11:32



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2022
 56

Presly Pest Control Ltd
Independent Specialists

in all aspects of Pest Control for
North East Scotland

High calibre fully trained staff.
High-level contact.  No sales staff.

Contract work & tenders welcome.
Initial site survey non chargeable

01651 851234 spresly@aol.com

Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire  AB51 8DQ

www.scot-clad.co.uk

T : 01888 544314       M : 07801 584588
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com

4 Main Street, Cuminestown  AB53 5YJ

Established 1999     Over 30 years experience

Local specialists in PVC

Guttering - Dry Verge
Rotten Timber Removed

Also High Performance PVC Windows & Doors
in a choice of colours.

For a free estimate and survey call Stuart...

 SCOT   CLAD
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Udny Climate Action- Winter News 
 
Visits to homes with renewable heating 
systems 
 
We ran another group visit to homes with 
renewable heating systems. Twelve people 
enjoyed a lively evening discussing the advantages 
and challenges of the various options, along with 
retrofit more generally. We are planning another 
such evening for 
early next March. 
Email us if you'd 
like your name on 
the list or look out 
for information on 
our Facebook 
page. 
 
A lively discussion 
on home heating! 
 
Swap Shops are 
proving popular 
 
Our 'swap shops' 
are now becoming 
a regular feature. 
People drop off 
unwanted goods and pick up free bargains. Anything left over is uplifted by 
Stella's Voice for sale in their outlet in Peterhead (https://stellasvoice.org.uk/). 
Dates and venues of swap shops are publicised on our Facebook page. 
 
Tree planting at greater scale 
 
With support from the Woodland Trust, Udny Climate Action volunteers 
undertake small scale tree planting in publicly accessible places every March. 
In addition to this, and again with the Woodland Trust, we are investigating the 
potential for tree planting at greater scale in the area. If there is interest among 
farmers and landowners, the next step will be a pilot- the prize for making 
progress will be significant climate and biodiversity benefits. 
 
Email- climate_action_admin@udny.org      
We're on Facebook 
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Thank you 
so much to 
everyone 
who chose 
The Hut as 
their Coop 

cause for 21/22.  It’s been a challenging couple of 
years and the incredible pay out from Coop 
members has really helped secure the future of the 
project and will allow us to continue to support the 
young people in our community. Thank you so 
much.   
 
Super proud of our young people who attended Over2Youth22 Youth Voice 
event tackling poverty and inequality in Inverurie in September.  They used 
the opportunity to highlight their belief that exams aren't a fair assessment of 
ability and no-one performs at their best under pressure.  They spent time 
creating some great interactive challenges to be completed against the clock, 
resulting in some fierce competition amongst attendees.   
 
The darker and colder evenings have sadly bought our activities back inside, 
but we’ve welcomed several new young members who appreciate the 
opportunity to hang out with their friends in a warm, dry place, play games 
and eat snacks! The Hut Youth Project is open 7-9pm 
every Monday during term time for local youth aged 12 
and over (behind Tarves Primary School).  Come and 
join us! 
 
Please check out our Facebook page to keep updated 
on what we are getting up to: The Hut Youth Project 
Tarves. Also on Instagram: the_hut_tarves 
  

The Hut 
thehutyouthproject@gmail.com 
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Final articles and advertising dates for 2023 newsletters 

 
March 2023 edition  final copy date - Monday 13 February 2023 
June 2023 edition  final copy date - Monday 15 May 2023 
September 2023 edition final copy date - Monday 14 August 2023 
December 2023 edition final copy date - Monday 13 November 2023  
 
Reminders will be sent out two weeks and one week before submission 
dates. 
 
Articles and any related photos should include your name/contact details 
and forwarded to Ruth Nisbet at tbc.editor@btinternet.com – thank you. 
 
Advertising rates have been set for 2023, but due to rising paper 
costs, we have had to increase our charges by approx 1/3rd.  All 
adverts will be in colour, black and white welcome too - price is the 
same for all. 
 
Whole page  £33.00 
Half page  £20.00 
Quarter page   £13.00  
 

Adverts should be sent to both 
 tbc.editor@btinternet.com and dem.brown@btinternet.com 

 
Thank you for using our newsletter to advertise your services/businesses. 

 
Tarves Flower Show 

 
The 73rd Annual Flower Show 2023 will be held on Saturday 
12th August in the Melvin Hall.  
 
I would like, on behalf of the flower show committee, to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year and we look forward to seeing you all next August at 
this community-based event.   
Sheila Ewen, Chairperson 
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62 
 

Advertisers Index 
Business Service Page Telephone 
Aberdeen Arms Bar / Restaurant 46 01651 851214 
AMH Services Air tightness testing 30 01358 761438 
Amigo Electrical Electrician 42 07826 067029 
Artier Design & Print Graphic & Web Design, Print 50 01651 851774 
Cafe48 Community Café 26 01651 842346 
Jane & Amy Collinson Maths Tuition 54 01651 851233 

Coffee Apothecary  Café - Ellon 
 - Pitmedden 63 01358 721946 

01651 842253 
Diamond Sweeps Chimney sweep 20 07594 634409 
Dinneswood Garage Vehicle repairs 39 01651 851833 
Donwood Joinery All aspects of joinery 38 07753 885094 
Jim Dow Pest Control 10 07778 579399 
A Duguid Electrical work 24 07828 242535 
Michael Duncan Builders 2 01358 789562 
Glen Garioch Distillery Whisky Distillery & Visitor Centre 33 01651 872450 
Jill Grant Hair stylist 28 01651 851465 
Grant Plumbing & Heating Oil heating specialists 64 07720 444718 
Haddo Estate Firewood 10 01651 851664 
Home Systems Scotland Home improvements 12 01358 293104 
Charlie Ligertwood Joiner 10 07889 770250 
Mark Harrison Plasterer 30 01358 761438 
MAB (Mike Beaton) Plumbing & Heating 20 01651 851393 
William D Massie Funeral Undertaker 30 01651 851205 
Massie’s Mechanical Services Vehicle repairs 52 07719 452924 
Meldrum House Hotel Country Hotel & Golf Course 32 01651 872294 
Michaels Mobile Tyres Tyre fitting & auto services 6 07796 827738 
John S Middleton Electrician 10 01651 851662 
Mrs Mac’s Reflexology Reflexology 30 07833 670547 
Munro Sweeps Chimney sweep 40 07854 669170 
Murly Tuck Café 6 01651 851489 
Presly Pest Control Pest Control 56 01651 851234 
Professional Framing 
Solutions Picture framing 14 07825 347865 

Rejuvenate Cosmetic Acupuncture 14 07714 421244 
D & J Ritchie Car Bodyworks 26 01651 843120 
Scot-clad PVC products 56 01888 544314 
Sorrells Taxis Taxi service 18 07887 556299 
SPAR Tarves Local grocery store 16 01651 851208 
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SSM Services Mechanical repairs 48 07917 181093 
Tarves Elite Tilling Wall & floor tiling 58 07715 300590 
Colin Taylor Slating and roofing 28 01651 851395 
Thistle & Grey Luxury home fragrances 14 07968 469361 
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 8 01651 842343 
E Watson Joinery Quality joinery solutions 54 07854 105608 

Wraithy Technical Solutions Security, technology & smart 
solutions 44 07719 672589 

Useful Contact Details 
 
Rev Dr Alison Swindells  Minister    01651 851295 
Ellon Foodbank Centre      07562 914986 
Ellon Men’s Shed      01358 725849 
Formartine Youth Project (FYP) carolinefyp@outlook.com 
Inverurie Foodbank Centre     07967 364600 
Melvin Hall Bookings  J Reville   07807 280913 
Tarves Brownies  tarvesbrownies@gmail.com  
Tarves Community Council tcc.chairman@tarves.org.uk 01651 851112 
Tarves Development Trust tdt@tarves.org.uk  07717 564607 
TBC Articles & advertising tbc.editor@btinternet.com 
Udny Climate Action  climate_action_admin@udny.org 
Youth Hall Bookings  S Bichard   01651 851345 

 
Diary Dates 

 
Event Date & Time 
Carols in Hanover Lounge with Oldmeldrum Church Choir Thurs 15 Dec @ 1:30pm 

For all Church Services this Christmas See page 31 

Haddo Choral Society Christmas Carol Concerts See Page 22 

Barthol Chapel SWI – talk on gardening with Susan Burgess Wed 18 Jan 1 – 3pm in 
Aberdeen Arms Hotel 

Talk in Heritage Centre – My life as a Midwife Frid 20 Jan @ 7pm 
Barthol Chapel SWI – talk with Anne Shirran of Oldmeldrum 
Rotary Club 

Wed 15 Feb 1 – 3pm in 
Aberdeen Arms Hotel 

Guild Soup & Sweet Lunch in Melvin Hall Sat 25 Feb from  
12 – 1:30 
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t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk

 • KITCHENS  • BATHROOMS
• BOILER CHANGES  • CENTRAL HEATING

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

C10496 502173

t :   01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m : 07720 444718
e  : info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w : www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk 

GRANT

YOUR OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS

PLUMBING

HEATING
&

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted
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